Many people heard about the
sinking of a boat in mid-September,
near the Syrian coast, and the
death of about 200 people,
including women and children. They
are the boats that are carrying more
than they can bear, carrying the
dreams and hopes of thousands of
people fleeing from their country.
The number of victims in 2016
reached 1,500 people, and their
name became the boats of death.
Many journalists and activists have
been busy beside the coast to shed
light on it, and many human rights
appeals and demands have been
resonating in the last ten years. But
the situation is always getting worse
and governments are acting
inhumane and politically with an
issue like the issue of asylum, and
this is a human right.

(Immigration is not a crime)

A lot of people are hearing this
sentence now, after many countries
have put in place new laws and
protocols to combat the
phenomenon of illegal immigration,
and in addition to several countries
that have issued new laws that
work to deport refugees and return
them to their homelands and
countries from which they fled for
several reasons, most of which
exist.
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But within global politics, it is not
important to pay attention to the
problems of the individual and the
human being, what is important is
the general political situation.

At the same time, every once in a
while we hear about the disaster of
the sinking of a boat carrying a
large number of refugees and the
death of most of the people on it on
a journey in search of a new life, a
secure future, a future in which they
can protect themselves or raise
their children in a better
environment.

Today the boats have new names
and recipes, the most famous of
which are the death boats that are
controlled by a group of human
traffickers. These traders are only
interested in profiting from people's
tragedies and suffering, and trading
their dreams and hoping for a new
life.

The issue of migration was not
something new and it exists since
the beginning of writing human
history. There was no era without
migration. With the beginning of
documentation and writing, books
were written about migration. The
first documented migrations were
from the north to the south to
discover and expand towards a new
world, including migrations to
countries in Africa and Asia through
the sea, legends were It tells about
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immigration, likening the sea to a
monster and an enemy. The story
of Ulysses in the Odyssey that
Homer told was one of the stories
that represented the hero’s struggle
against the sea. Ulysses, a hero of
the Trojan War, chose the sea to
search for a new land or the Golden
Flee.

In recent times, immigration played
a major role with the discovery of
the American continent in the
fifteenth century, and in two
dimensions with the First and
Second World Wars, many art
presented examples of the
disasters of immigration and flight
accompanying human life.

As for folktales, many tales were
told, including the story of the
Circassians who fled during the
Caucasus War in the nineteenth
century in 1817, crossing the Black
Sea to the lands of Turkey, the
Levant and Egypt. Tens of
thousands died by drowning in the
sea, and it is said that the
Circassians were forbidden to eat
sea fish for a period of time. A
century of origin, they do not eat the
meat of their brothers, they eat the
fish of the sea.
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In the First World War, thousands of
Greeks immigrated to Syria and
lived in Aleppo and the cities that
border the beaches, including
Tartus, and they were trying to
escape from the Ottoman
government, and until today there
are a number of them in the city of
Tartous in villages such as
(Al-Sawda).

In the second half of the second
century, the direction of migration
changed and became from the
south to the north. After the Second
World War, the goal of immigration
became employment, and these
immigrations were determined by
the conditions of the host countries.

As for the last ten years in which
the term boats of death reappeared,
we have seen forced/forced
migrations of entire
families/families, including children,
women, the elderly and men,
fleeing the cruelty of death and
injustice in their countries to secure
a place in which to live in peace,
migrations of hundreds of
thousands with the help of
smugglers who are gambling
people's lives.
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Days are similar, people are similar,
their problems are united, they are
all fleeing from tyrants, and tyrants
are alike.

People from Syria, Lebanon,
Tunisia, Yemen, Iraq and other
countries chose the sea instead of
their certain death. No one would
choose their situation before death
if they were able to live in their
country, and there is no logic to
describe the immigration process
as a crime and to prosecute
immigrants over their choice.

In the folklore, we sang many songs
for the sea and immigration,
including the song “Ala Rozana”,
which is very famous in the
Mediterranean region.

The song follows differing opinions
about the origin of its story<But the
story that is closest to all is the
story of the Palestinian young man
who wanted to immigrate to Europe
during the Ottoman occupation, and
he boarded the Rozana ship, which
was carrying grapes and apples,
and his lover sang a song about
Rozana because he was hiding
under the grapes and apples.
Because instead of wheat, grapes
and apples reached the shores of
Palestine and Lebanon.
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