Famously known as “The Prophet”
after his masterpiece poetry book
translated into 110 different
languages, Gibran Khalil Gibran
was an Arab poet and writer born in
Bcharre. In this episode of Real
Arabic, we will visit Bcharre, where
Khalil Gibran’s childhood home and
museum are located.

To begin our adventure, we made
our way to the Dawra bus station,
where we hopped on our bus to
Bcharre. If you have been to Dawra
before, you will have noticed that
there are no signs that guide you
on which bus to take. We did our
research before and learned that a
company called Transport
Estephan takes you from the Abou
Artine gas station near Dawra to
Bcharre - but pay attention, the
buses run on a schedule!

After just over 2 hours on the bus
and 300,000 lira - nowadays $3 -
we arrived at a gas station, the
closest stop to the Gibran museum.

In the gas station, we stopped for
coffee and water. A very kind man
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welcomed us, and we had to insist
on paying a fair price, as he wanted
to gift us our beverages because
we were tourists.

But actually, here is a fun fact. In
Bcharre, you don’t need to buy
water. There is clean, fresh running
water in multiple spots of the city,
including right outside and inside
the Gibran museum, so bring your
refillable bottle of water and spare a
little plastic in your visit to Bcharre.

Back to the visit. From the gas
station, we walked up for about 7
minutes before we reached the
cave-style museum.

We were welcomed by Girl Scouts
and an enormous statue of the
Prophet’s head.

The museum entrance fee is
200,000 Lebanese liras, and you
are given a guide that will explain,
room by room, what you are
looking at. No photos are allowed in
the museum.

If you don’t know much about Khalil
Gibran, or if you know him for his
poetry, you will be surprised that
beyond being a poet and writer,
Khalil Gibran was also a painter. In
fact, his museum mostly
showcases his paintings along with
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some of his writing and his
personal book collection. From oil
canvas paintings to pencil art,
Khalil Gibran’s artwork is carefully
displayed in the 15 rooms in the
museum, which are carefully
situated and lit.

The Gibran Museum has restored
after the war thanks to contributions
from the Bulgarian and Japanese
governments, which are
acknowledged in different museum
rooms.

The museum tour ends with a visit
to The Prophet’s resting site.
Although he died in 1931 in the
United States, his remains were
transported to Bcharre in 1932,
following a request written in his
will.

In this last room, you can observe
Gibran’s tomb as well as a replica
of his bedroom in the United States
and the writing of the following
phrase, which he requested:

‘I am alive like you and | am
standing beside you. So close your
eyes and turn around. See me in
front of you”. When you exit the
tomb, you are back at the entrance,
where some souvenirs can be
purchased.

Following our visit to the museum,
we walked to the city of Bcharre.
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Bcharre is located in the Qadisha
Valley, giving us beautiful sights
throughout.

Bcharre is very catholic, and this is
made evident step by step. The
museum made us hungry, so we
walked to the busier area where we
found a nice restaurant to have
some shish Tawouk and rest.

After, we concluded our visit by
visiting Khalil Gibran’s childhood
home where he was born.
Unfortunately, it was closed on this
day, but we hope you can enter
when you visit!

Conveniently enough, the bus stop
to return to Beirut is located in front
of the Gibran house, right next to
the big church.

This self-guided tour cost us about
$15 each, of course, this may vary
depending on your appetite.

If you are in Lebanon for a longer
period of time, we recommend you
follow our steps and do your own
self-guided tour to Bcharre and
Khalil Gibran’s museum and home,
as it will save you several dollars,

however, if you are here on a short
visit, an organized tour may be
worth your time, as these also offer
hikes and walks through the
beautiful Qadisha and Shouf
areas. You can find these tours
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online and they roughly cost
anywhere between 80 and 12089,
depending on what you are looking
to do.

We hope this episode was
insightful. Don’t forget to pick up a
copy of The Prophet in the
language of your choice and read
some of Gibran’s wonders that
made him world famous. And If this
visit spiked your curiosity, don’t
forget to visit our Instagram
account @realarabicpodcast,
where we will be sharing photos of
our visit.
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